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We are unveiling a new
brand campaign
exclusively to you, our
Museum Friends,
including a new identity
reflecting the Museum’s
transformation with a
redefined strategy focused
on visitors. The Museum’s

new look and feel represents our commitment to innovation and the
organisation’s role of bringing a diverse and dynamic representation of
Rayleigh’s rich and varied heritage into the future.

While our museum has continued to evolve since we opened in 2016, it became
clear that we needed to look to the future and this new
identity is now in place to take us forward. The
rebranding marks a new Rayleigh Town Museum both
inside the organisation and out, with a strategy focused
on the audience and the changing media environment. 

The Museum’s core values of inclusion, participation
and growth, along with its clear vision, will power the
organisation’s transformation as we move forward.

You will have noticed the changes to the newsletter, starting with the new name
‘Discovery’, which we feel is what the newsletter provides for its recipients. We hope
that you agree that it has some very interesting articles on Rayleigh and its people,
often with  a very personal slant from local contributors (if you have any interesting
stories about Rayleigh, do let us know).

Going forward, you will see a much revised identity, with new colours and brand
message. It is our aim to offer you, our loyal supporters, a dynamic, positive museum
experience, both on site and remotely. We will be changing things but don’t expect
everything to change at once. Our rebranding is a gradual ‘implementation’ (as the
experts say), which you will notice as we interact more with you. 

New logo & brand
identity for the
Museum

...Rayleigh, its people, places and heritage
...continued on page 2 ➤

A very happy,
healthy and Covid
free 2022 to our
members.
I hope you like our new look
magazine, the title of which
more reflects the quality of
the publication especially in
comparison with other
similar “Friends” groups’
newsletters.

You will also note our
rebranding with the new
corporate Logo, as we always
strive to strengthen all
aspects of professionalism
within the Museum to give
members, sponsors, and
supporters full value for
money.

The unknowns of Covid will be
with us all for the foreseeable
future and we continue to monitor
current Government regulations
to ensure visitors to the Museum

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
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The story of Charles
Fuller’s “Whalehide”
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“The rebranding marks a
new Rayleigh Town

Museum both inside the
organisation and out”.

The New Rayleigh Town Museum Logo.
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Dear Friends…
Another new year and here we are with our first issue of the new look Friends
magazine for January 2022. We hope you have all been able to enjoy Christmas
with some of your family and friends even though things are not quite back to
normal. 

The Friends Group is looking healthy and we thank everyone who continues to
support us during a very challenging time. Your financial contributions to the
Museum through the Friends Group really help to support our work enormously.
However, we are always on the lookout for new members and once again this year
we are offering up to 15 months for the price of 12 for anyone who joins us during
the months of February, March and April. So, if you know any family or friends who
are interested in the history of Rayleigh, this is the time to join!

If you have any questions on membership or wish to receive e-mail copies of
communications and magazines, please e-mail us with your details on the address
below or leave a message at the Museum on 01268 773535 and we will contact
you. We look forward to seeing some you at the Museum, or at one of the events
we hope to hold this year, possibly a quiz, talk or coach-trip? We would also like to
wish all the Friends of Rayleigh Town Museum a happy, healthy and safe New Year.

Best wishes, Peter & Leigh Everingham, RTM Friends Co-ordinators. 
E-mail: friends@rayleighto wnmuseum.co.uk 

Friends’ Special Discount

10% off any intruder alarm or CCTV system
www.peak-security.co.uk

*You must show your Rayleigh Town Museum Friends membership card 
to obtain your discount.

Peak Security
Tel: 01268 777232

02 Rayleigh Town Museum - Discovery Magazine

remain as safe as possible. Masks
to be worn by all, apart from
those medically exempt; we have
sanitisers for surfaces, social
distancing, and appropriate
ventilation throughout whilst
ensuring that volunteers and
visitors alike remain warm at all
times.

As always, colleagues have
been working hard behind the
scenes arranging exciting new
displays, exhibitions, talks, coach
trips and much more during
2022. Up to date information can
always be found on our social
media outlets, or by phoning or
popping into the Museum if you
can.

Have you ever considered
writing an article for the
magazine? Don’t worry if you
have never done so before as we
can help with research, writing
and proofreading. If you would
like some more information,
please give me a call.
Alternatively, if there is a topic, or
area of our town’s history that
you would like more information
on, I will be happy to arrange for
such an article in a future edition.

As you will note elsewhere, it is
with great sadness that someone
who became a good friend of
mine, and the Museum, Ron
Stewart, has sadly just passed
away. Ron loved the Museum,
and not only the Regal Cinema
items!! His enthusiasm and love
of all things Rayleigh showed
through whenever I chatted with
him. He will be greatly missed.

Mike Davies, 
Management group Chairman

➤ continued from page 1 
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SEASONAL FLOWERS • GIFTS • OCCASIONS • WEDDINGS • FUNERALS

Family florist in the heart of Rayleigh. Beautiful
gifts. Specialists in Wedding Flowers and
Funeral Tributes. All bouquets fresh and
lovingly hand made.

When only the very best quality will do, take a
look at the sumptuous designer creations our
expert florists can create for you.

You’ll discover the very finest luxury bouquets
and stylish arrangements,
showcasing premium flowers
and cutting edge floral design
to optimum effect.

Same day local delivery available on orders received
before 3.00pm, Monday-Saturday only

54 Eastwood Road Rayleigh, Essex .

Tel: 01268-777983  Free phone: 0800 056 1214

www.courtsofrayleigh.co.uk

These are the elements which will define our new identity:

New Logo:
Rayleigh derives its name from the Saxon words ‘raege’ (a

wild she goat or roe deer) and ‘leah’ (a clearing in a forest).
As a prominent representation of the organisation, people

and brand, the new logo is playful, optimistic and smart.
Inspired by the ‘Roebuck’, a long-identified aspect of
Rayleigh, dating back many centuries. 

New Brand Colours: 
The multitude of fresh colours speaks to the diversity and

richness in Rayleigh. The green represents the rich heritage
of the area. The dark brown recognises the agricultural areas
surrounding Rayleigh, with the ochre imparting golden
background and earth tones.

‘Roebuck’ graphic: 
You will see our new

mascot appear in many
of our materials, both in
print and online. The
roebuck is a playful use
of the graphic element of
the logo, which can be
used to cement the new
brand. It is designed as a
‘stamp’, appearing either
as stand alone, or in
concert with other
images or text. 

Brand Purpose Statement: 

... Rayleigh, its people, places and heritage
You will see this used extensively in our future marketing

and communications to you. It is a statement which sums up
our ethos and commitment to the history of Rayleigh.

I hope that you are pleased with the new refreshed
Museum and your revamped newsletter and I look
forward to seeing you next time you are in town.
Mike Davies.

Friends’ Special Discount
Harmony Window Fashions
128b High Street, Rayleigh

10% off all our Blinds, 
Curtains and Shutters

*You must show your Rayleigh Town Museum Friends 
membership card to obtain your discount.

➤ continued from page 1 
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Museum Quiz

Events
On the 2nd December the Events Team hosted two
quizzes in the museum. We had some lovely feedback
from participants who all seemed happy to be doing
something “normal” again. Our wonderful Quizmaster
Trevor Rand donned his snowman jacket and asked all
the questions. A raffle was held at the afternoon and
the evening events and this alone raised nearly £80. 

A special History Bingo Game was also played with prizes
for a line, 4 corners and a full house. 

We are thinking of holding another afternoon quiz next
year. So watch this space for details.

The Events Team would like to thank everyone who
supported the quizzes. It was lovely to see you all. 
Sue Keys-Smith.
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Charles Fuller was the
inventor of the “Whalehide”
pots which started trading
in 1943.

He was a nurseryman who
came from Norfolk and
bought Gattens Nursery at
the start of the 2nd World
War. The Nursery was
situated at the rear of a large
house called “Gattens” on
the Hockley Road. The
owners were Mr. and Mrs.
Kingston who resided there.
The nursery was located on
three acres of land and
consisted of ten
greenhouses and various
potting and packing sheds.

My sister Maisie and I
started work there in 1942
and were paid the princely
sum of twenty-five shillings a
week (£49 in today’s terms),

working from 0800 until
1800, Monday to Friday plus
a Saturday morning. We
were paid extra to work on
Sundays during the tomato
growing season.

We grew mostly salad
vegetables and vegetable
seedling plants which we
had to pack in the sheds to
be collected by “RIX” trucks
from Downhall Road once a
week and taken to Covent
Garden fruit and veg market.
We dealt with traders named
“Poupart” who were
originally Huguenot refugees
in the 1930’s.

Whilst living in America 
Mr Fuller had noticed
nurseryman using
cardboard pots to grow
tomato seedlings. In those
days we were using terra-

cotta clay pots which had to
be scrubbed and steam
sterilized before the next use
in case of any infections in
the soil, which was very
tedious and time
consuming.

He hit upon the idea of
experimenting with making
pots out of waxed paper and
to be assembled by hand.
He purchased an old leather
working press which he
assembled in the large
packing shed and metal
“dyes” were made to shape
by flattening out pots that
could then be made into
shape by hand.

Then he hired outside
workers who assembled the
pots in their homes and
were paid three shillings (15
pence) a 1,000. They nestled
together in quite a small

cardboard box and took only
a small storage space which
were collected weekly.

In 1945 he bought a small
workshop at the beginning
of Eastwood Road at the
back of a florist’s shop. There
was a press turning out pot
shapes which was made
from a black bitumastic
paper. There were nine
workers employed there. It
was only used for a short
while as he purchased a
bigger property along
Eastwood Road adjacent to
Stile Lane which bore the
name “Whalehide” Company.

He employed a large
“Wharfedale” press which
turned out large sink pots
for individual tomato plants
in hothouses. A “Platten
“press which were cut out of
cardboard punnets for cress

Friends’ Special Discount
Any time Monday to Thursday *25% Off Food Only 

*Must be booked and declared in advance.

Telephone: 01268 773311 www.marcosbar.co.uk

Gattens, Hockley Road.

© Copyright Rayleigh Town Museum 202204 Rayleigh Town Museum - Discovery Magazine

Beautiful Gifts, Stylish Boutique 
& Traditional Tearoom 

All Under One Roof in the Heart of Rayleigh

Mon-Sat 9-5.30 (closed Sundays)
Tearoom Hours 9.30-4.30

Eastwood Road, SS6 7JD 
Telephone: 01268 774466

www.lovelylibbys.co.uk

Gifts   Boutique   Tearoom

The Whalehide Company
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and strawberries and a
press for using different size
metal cutters for the so
called “whalehide pots.”

There were five
stapling machines
which were foot
operated by
treading instead
of assembling
and folding by
hand. One early
morning there
was an H.E. Bomb
dropped at the
back of a row of
shops by the
junction of
Eastwood Road
and Daws Heath
Road to blow out
one of the factory

windows, but nobody was
injured.

He then purchased a large
building in Rayleigh High
Street which was entranced
near” Boyes” grocery store. It
housed three cutting
presses and about ten
electronically operated
stapling and stitching
machines.

It was very cold in winter
as there was not much
heating. When the Carter
Patterson’s van called once a

week to collect
the cardboard
boxes of work,
they had to be
opened up.
There was a large
coke stove which
often ran out of
fuel, so we
stocked up with
the offcuts of
waste
“whalehide”
paper. One day
these
spontaneously
combusted shooting out
large flames which caught
the woodwork and set the
roof tiles alight. We quickly
called the fire brigade which
resulted in a few days of
urgent repairs.

Our supervisor was Edwin
Dengate who had been in
the merchant navy and our
foreman was Dave Sparrow
who had been in the RAF.

After WW2 Mr. Fuller
mistakenly thought, people
would return to clay pots,
and he sold the business to
Mr. Philip Sowerby, whose
family lived at Fairview along
the Hockley Road was an
RAF Officer and Mr. Bernard
Rotger who was an ex-army

major. There was
also at that time a
“whalehide”
factory opposite
Rayleigh train
station. Later they
bought a large
factory along the
Eastwood Road
near Progress
Road. A doctor’s
surgery (Church
View) is now on
the site of the old
High Street
factory.
Ruby Shannon.

Incidentally, Ruby, although
born in Saffron Walden moved
to Rayleigh in 1933 attending
Love Lane Primary School. The
family lived in a Police house
in Trinity Road, then in the
Police accommodation near
Rayleigh Weir and then the
Hockley Road, where Ruby still
lives today. On getting married
Ruby lived for a while at the

Drovers Arms, although no
longer a pub, and as a young
child recalls the Bath Chair
murder close by her house.

Boyes grocery store.
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It is with great sadness we advise
that Ron Stewart sadly passed away
on the 18th of November 2021.

The Regal Cinema in Bellingham Lane,
now the site of Homeregal House, was
for many years the focal point of
entertainment for many generations of
Rayleigh’s townsfolk. It provided the
young, and not so young, with the
chance to see the larger-than-life stories
of the silver screen in epic masterpieces
of cinematography in glorious
technicolor in an age when digital and
home entertainment were yet to be
dreamt of.

Known to generations of growing
children as “Uncle Ron” he spent many
of those days onstage entertaining the
picture-goers of the future at the regular
Saturday morning pictures. Filled with fun, competitions,
specially selected films, cartoons, and a weekly serial full of
suspense and intrigue, all put on specially by Ron.

Ron joined the Regal in 1945 at the age of fourteen as a
“back up boy” and progressed from fifth projectionist to the
chief and then to the General Manager. Ron could be seen

every evening in evening dress,
complete with bow tie, with a final word
for each patron as they left at the end of
the performance, and this was to
become his trademark.

The cinema was due to close in 1970,
indeed a certificate of consent was
obtained to change the venue into the
“Rayleigh Bingo and Social Club”.
However, Ron was able to keep the
cinema open until September 1973,
with the last films shown being Dirty
Harry with Clint Eastwood and Klute,
starring Jane Fonda.

On closure the seats were offered for
sale at £1 each and Ron told me one
story of a couple who called to
purchase two. Ron took them into the
auditorium, and they picked out the

seats. Ron noticed that they were a bit worn so he offered
them two newer ones, only to be met by a flat refusal; “They
are the seats we sat on for years and these are the ones we
want.” There were provisional plans for the site to be
developed for shops and a panoramic restaurant over the
Mount, but the site lay empty
until Homeregal House
opened in 1987.

The Museum has extensive
archives highlighting the
history of the Regal, including
the Kalee 8 projector which
the films passed through at
90 feet per minute and it was
used from 1937 until an
upgrade in 1971, as well as
an excellent DVD including
many personal
reminiscences from Ron.

When the Regal closed Ron
moved to the Classic Cinema
in Westcliff, becoming its
General Manager in April
1974, during which time he won many prestigious awards
that included United Kingdom Showman of the Year (1976),
Classic Showman of the Year (1977) and Haymarket
Advertising Showman of the Year (1979). Ron moved to
Hastings in 1985 as the Manager of the three screen Cannon
Cinema and retired in 1995 after serving the cinema industry
for 50 years.

Ron is succeeded by his wife Pat, who was second
projectionist at the Regal from 1954 until 1962. My thanks to
his daughter Julie for her help with this article.
Mike Davies.

© Copyright Rayleigh Town Museum 202206 Rayleigh Town Museum - Discovery Magazine

Ron Stewart “Regal Ron-Uncle Ron” 
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It is well documented in
the Domesday book
published in 1086 that
Rayleigh had at least one
vineyard which covered six
“arpents” (an arpent was

an area of land which
measured 0.85 of an
acre) and produced
twenty measures of
wine, if the weather
was favourable.

However, did you know
that recently a new
vineyard was recently
established in the
heart of Rayleigh at

the end of Great Wheatley
Road? Although it
may be several
years before the
grapes can be
harvested and wine

will be available, I thought
you may like to see what the
site looks like today. Thanks
to a member of our Friends
group, Jayne Taylor, for
sending me the attached
photo.

Indeed, it is well worth a
visit, just take a walk down
Great Wheatley Road, until
just before you reach the
entrance to the farm and
you will see Rayleigh
footpath twenty-four, on
your left. If you climb over
the stile, you will find
yourself in the middle of the
vineyard, and walking along
the path in the direction of
the A127.

In the future we could
arrange a wine tasting
evening in the Museum.

I will drink to that, what
shall we call the wine
“Chateau Rayleigh” or
“Museum Merlot”?
Mike Davies

ESW comprise a team of dedicated professionals
who are approachable and always on YOUR side.
We are a dynamic, proactive firm and our services
are very competitively priced. 

We act for a large number of clients ranging from
sole traders and partnerships through to family
companies and larger corporate concerns; within
a variety of industry and trade sectors. 

� FREE initial, no obligation, consultation
� Competitive rates and fixed fee quotes
�  Out of hours appointments
� Client parking at rear

162-168 High Street, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7BS
Tel: 01268 77 69 69 Email: info@esw.co.uk

www.esw.co.uk
Now incorporating … 

Qualified solicitors at
www.eswlegal.co.uk

Friends’ Special Discount
Courts of Rayleigh
54 Eastwood Road

5% off cut flowers
*You must show your Rayleigh Town Museum Friends 
membership card to obtain your discount.
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Footpath 24 showing vineyard either side.

Rayleigh’s
Latest Vineyard

East Anglia is very rich in archaeological finds, over a
million to date. 86% of these finds are on arable land
and are often found by detectorists. 
To be called an archaeological find the item(s) must
be over 300 years old. Recent finds include a Roman
silver votive at Ingatestone, a medieval ring and flint
tools. The Portable Antiquities Scheme would like to
raise their profile so people are more aware of The
Treasure Act of 1996 and which finds should be
handed to the appropriate museum. Not all finds
have to be handed over. 
For more information visit www.finds.org.uk or visit the
Portable Antiquities Scheme website. 
Sue Keys Smith 

The Portable
Antiquities Scheme
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fighter aircraft used by the RAF during World War ll. A
complete plane cost £5,000, wings were £2,000, a gun was
£200 and every rivet cost sixpence.   

Rayleigh
Baptist Church
was a very
important part
of her life. She
kept many
items relating
to the clubs
and events she attended.

Frances had a lifelong attachment to the town but was
actually born in Burnham. She came from a line of
carpenters and oyster catchers. Her parents, William
Anthony Flick, a carpenter (1868-1935) and Ada Alice
Hawkes (1867-1948) moved to Rayleigh from Burnham when
she was a child. She married George Herbert Cottee in 1914
who worked as a grocer’s assistant at H. Mann until he
started his own grocery business in 1938. Frances May took
over as grocer’s assistant at Mann’s when George joined the
Essex Regiment during WWI, to protect the job for him until
his return. An independent on the council, she described
seeing Rayleigh change from, ‘a small village with a main
street that looked like a cart track, to a thriving new town’.
She campaigned for the purchase of land for a recreation
ground and public toilets at the top of Crown Hill and for the
setting up of a town planning scheme. 

After her retirement, she continued to live in the house in
Castle Road that she had moved to when she married. 

Her no nonsense attitude is demonstrated by the report
that when she was chairman of the council at the outbreak
of war and one of the councillors suggested that a council
meeting should be cancelled owing to the possibility of a
German landing, her response was – “No. Carry on! “

As a mark of their appreciation
of all she had done for the town,
Rayleigh Town Council named

their first purpose-built
block of flats in Clarence
Road after her. It is known
as Frances Cottee Lodge.

On 15th October 1975, The
Southend Standard reported
on the funeral of Frances May
Cottee, describing her as
‘Rayleigh’s grand old lady’,
while the then MP, Sir
Bernard Braine is quoted as
saying that she was ‘a
remarkable woman’.

Frances was a trailblazer. She was the Rayleigh district
reporter for the Essex Weekly News at the age of 19; a job
which she continued to do after she married – most unusual
for the time!

Her commitment to public service
made her the first woman on the council,
twice chairman of it and a member for 35
years. She was also the first woman
chairman of Rayleigh Air Training Corps
(which made her the ONLY female ATC
chairman in the country). She also served the town in other
ways. aFrances was a school governor, chairman of Rayleigh
Operatic and Drama Society and two pensioners’ societies
and was a founder-member of the Rayleigh Women’s
Institute. 

A tireless fundraiser during WW2, she was involved in
raising money towards the purchase of a Spitfire, the iconic

FRANCES MAY COTTEE - “A remarkable woman”

© Copyright Rayleigh Town Museum 202208 Rayleigh Town Museum - Discovery Magazine

“Rayleigh’s
grand old lady,

a remarkable
woman”

Friends’ Special Discount
10% off wax removal services 

& 5% off any Hearing Aid purchase* 
*Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer.

Valid on presentation of membership card.

Telephone: 07862 269 275 
www.essexclearears.co.uk
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www.harmonyblindsofrayleigh.co.uk

Established for over 22 years
in Rayleigh High Street
During this time we have built up a reputation
for quality and value for money and keeping
up to date on the latest trends. We supply
Powerview smart blinds from Luxaflex and of
course the ever so popular Shutters and
many more types.

Pop into the Showroom 
or call us for a home
appointment to suit you.

128b High Street, Rayleigh, SS6 7BU 
Telephone: 01268 778377

World events on the timeline of 
Frances May Cottee
Frances May Cottee was born in 1895, she was:
• 6 years old when Queen Victoria died

• 8 years old when the Wright brothers made their first
attempt to fly

• 13 years old when the first factory produced Ford
Model-T automobile was made

• 14 years old when the first synthetic plastic known as
Bakelite was produced

• 17 years old when the Titanic sank

• 19 years old when World War I began

• 34 years old when The New York Stock Exchange
crashed

• 44 years old when World War II began

• 51 when the National Health Service was founded

• 58 years old when Jonas Salk announced the successful
test of his polio vaccine  

• 66 when the Berlin wall was built 

• 74 years old at the time of the first moon landing

Frances May Cottee died on 9 Oct 1975 at the age of 81
The family details come from a booklet written for the
Cottee family by her son, Brian Cottee, which has been
donated to Rayleigh Town Museum.
Other information is taken from newspaper articles of
the time and the internet. 
Sheila Chambers.

RESTAURANT & GRILL

Friends’ Special Discount
Any time Monday to Thursday *25% Off Main Menu 

*Must be booked and declared in advance. Max table of six. 
Excludes any special offers. Terms and conditions apply.

Telephone: 01268 745388 www.barringtongrill.com
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FRANCES MAY COTTEE 
1894 - 1975

During open days in November the museum ran
a short film entitled “Wartime in the South East”.
The film was from the East Anglia Film Archive,
and was on loan to us from the Independent
Cinema Office located in Bermondsey Street
London. The film had been restored making it
very clear to see. Some parts of the film were in
colour and looked amazing. Over 60 people
viewed the film, which has now been returned.  
Sue Keys-Smith

“Wartime in the South East”
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Friends’ Special Discount
PIZZA EXPRESS
91 High Street Rayleigh

Any time Monday to Thursday
*20% Off Food Only 

*You must show your Rayleigh Town Museum Friends membership card 
when requesting your bill to obtain discount.

In their 70th year, we recall
that Kirbys were among the
pioneers of the package
holiday by coach, the
"bargain break" bedrooms
which did not have

beverage trays and televisions. 
We also remember the way their coaches were taken on

board cross-channel ferries, lifted on by crane – a very
worrying experience, a far cry from the present-day drive on

drive off ferries and cross-
channel trains on and
under the channel. Kirbys
were among the very few
coach companies to travel
abroad in those days, 70
years on and they are still
offering the same great
value holidays with the
core values of quality

service to the residents of Rayleigh and beyond.
Kirbys are proud to combine the best destinations with

carefully planned itineraries to choose from, offering such
diverse destinations and experiences as flying holidays to
Jersey or Portugal, spectacular River Cruises on the major

rivers of Europe, coach holidays as far as the Dolomites in
Italy and closer to home - the Jurassic Coast, Welsh seaside
resorts, the charming Cotswolds, or the majestic scenery of
Scotland as well as their vast selection of Days Out! 

With journeys as great as the destinations, we are
confident their customers will return home with wonderful
memories of their time away with them. Over the last seven
decades their priority has been putting customers at the
core of what they do. They’re proud to have a great team
supporting them across all roles of the business and with
three generations and six family members actively involved
in Kirbys they are still a family business. They’re always
asking for feedback and continuously making the

improvements they feel
necessary to enhance their
customers’ experience. They
remain committed in their
approach and will continue to
operate in the same way over
the years ahead. 

Kirby Coaches celebrate 70 Years!

Betty Kirby buying a new model Setra,
first released in the uk

Coach being lifted onto a ferry.

© Copyright Rayleigh Town Museum 202210 Rayleigh Town Museum - Discovery Magazine

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

ovide you with high-quality ear

ithW Ie Agdo EiviL h t,

emoval serviceax rW

Hearing assessments

Latest hearing aid technology

Rechargeable hearing instruments

3

3

3

3

Let us pr

’I
A
aEEa

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

e!

e h

r car

’m
lAlll

ars!

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Essex Clear Ears
17a London Road, Rayleigh, SS6 

, call 07862 26Book your appointment todayy,

et inlaicfiitr af oerwop
, gpsitregnr fiuot ys ai

sop-erofeb-erv neuoy
nuo snoitaenerg-txne

e mhn te icnamrforep
eningtsi lingengllahc

.stenmnoirven

Rechargeable hearing instruments

Invisible hearing solutions

eless hearing systemsirW

innitus managementT

otectionCustomised hearing pr

eExcellent after car

epair serviceAll-make r

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

9HN

69 275

eencgilel
gnivig

,elibss
nd

tosm

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

07862 269 275
ears@gmail.comessexclear

ears.co.uk.essexclearwww

Quiz in the museum
27th February 2022

On Sunday 27th February at 2.30pm
the museum is holding a quiz. Tickets
are limited to 30 and are on sale at the

museum. Bring your own drinks and nibbles.
Raffle and winners prizes. All welcome, teams or
individuals. 
Tickets £5 for Friends of the museum or £6 for
guests. 

CORRECTION from October issue...
The Rayleigh Lodge article was written by Philip

Rotherham, not Lynda Bentley.
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An image captured and published in
the Evening Echo on the same day. 

Featured is the attractive brick built
three-storey property
constructed during the 1930s,
as the town’s main Post Office
and telephone exchange. A
number of stamp vending
machines are visible in the wall;
with pending decimalisation
three-days later, the cost of a
stamp would be 1st Class 3p
and 2nd Class 2½p. Below the
three lower windows are more
machines and some post boxes,
when these were later removed,
full glazing was added to the openings
to match those on the first floor. In the
stone work across the front are the
words “Rayleigh Post Office”. On the
right over the entrance giving vehicular
access to the rear is one of a pair of
carved heads on the building of the
mythical character Mercury the winged
messenger. In later years with road

access to the rear
from Love Lane
created, this
doorway was

infilled with a window and later
changed to a door for staff use. The

building now remains in use by The
Royal Mail as the local delivery office;
the exchange was moved to a new
building in the early 1960s; whilst Post
Office counter services were relocated
in 1984, to inside Martins at 71 High
Street.

The business next door, previously
the London Co-op store, is occupied by

Camping and General, a name that
accurately describes the wares sold.
Advertising for a number of products is
displayed including Calor Gas, Gaz, Levi
jeans 65/-, Lee Cooper jeans 35/-, Dr
Martens boots 99/6 and Tuf shoes 10%

off. Also, within this building was
Moores shoe repairers.

Although Post Office queues
are infamous, the longer than
normal length on this day was
caused by the national strike by
employees, including counter
and delivery staff, for a 15% pay
increase. This was a protracted
affair lasting from 20th January
until 7th March 1971. Although
main offices were closed for
general transactions during this

period, limited opening took place to
enable old age pensioners to collect
their monies. This is reflected in the age
profile of those waiting. It is interesting
to consider that most of these people
would have been born pre-1910, with
many from the Victorian era.
Peter Everingham.

Photos from the Echo Archive
– Rayleigh Post Office – 12th February 1971
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NEW TITLES

REGULARLY ADDED
Please pop in and see 

includes lots of hardback books
– some historical.

All very reasonably priced.
We look forward to seeing you.

MUSEUM 
BOOK 
SALE
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Rayleigh Town Museum, 1st Floor, 91 High Street, Rayleigh, SS6 7EJ.
Tel: 01268 773535  Email: info@rayleightownmuseum.co.uk

www.rayleightownmuseum.co.uk
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Thank you to our Museum Sponsors
We would like to thank them for their generous

support and look forward to working with 
them in the future.

THE SPREAD
EAGLE Stuart’s

Pawnbrokers & Jewellers

A.R. Adams
Free Antique Valuation Days

held every month at our
auction rooms in Rayleigh! 

We also offer free no obligation
home visits for large consignments.

See staceyauction.com for dates 
or call a member of our team on

01268 777122.

Open Late 
Mondays/Tuesdays from 5-7pm.

Essex Auction Rooms, 37 Websters Way, Rayleigh, 
Essex, SS6 8JQ (road at the rear of the Museum).

T 01268 777122 www.staceyauction.com

2022 COACH TRIPSJoin us


May - Southwold & Bedfield Hall
September - Weald & Downland Living Museum
December - RHS Garden Wisley 
More information and details to follow.

The Museum is now
open on a Wednesday,

Friday and Saturday
between 10am and 4pm.

The museum is entirely managed by volunteers and
needs the support of our visitors and friends. Why not
become a sponsor and help secure the museum for
future generations.

Would you like to become a sponsor?

Coach Trips for 2022
Three coach trips will, hopefully, go ahead in 2022.
The first being the rescheduled one to Bedfield

Hall and Southwold on 10th May 2022. The coach is
already fully booked but we are keeping a reserve list. Please leave
your details for Roger or Linda on the Museum number 01268 773535.

Our next trip will be in September 2022 (details in the April Friends’
Magazine) and then December 2022 (details in the July Friends’ Magazine).
Details will also be made available on our website.

Because of the unprecedented demand for seats, allocation will only be
on a ‘first come, first served’ basis after being advertised. All the trips will be
subject to Covid conditions in place at the time.

+ + STOP PRESS + +
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